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PICTURESQUE INTERIORS. 




By Carrie May Ashton. 



DELIGHTFUL suite of rooms which were 
recently seen have the walls covered with 
a silvery-green paper, while the frieze is of 
white lilies. 

The carpet corresponds with the walls, 
having a green background scattered over 
with lovely white lilies. In the cosy parlor 
is an octagon window-seat piled high with 
numerous pillows covered with silk terry, 
which is embroidered with medieval silk. 
The window-draperies for both rooms are of the sheerest 
of 'art£muslin, in pale green, strewn over with white lilies. 



comfortable couch, the two latter covered in green corduroy. 
It was truly a symphony in green and white. 

A very unique drapery, which is much used for doorways 
and the upper part of windows, is a seine lambrequin. A 
cord of heavy rope finishes the edges of the seine. The rope 
is suspended from a hook in the centre of a coil of rope, 
which measures from ten to fifteen inches in diameter, and 
this is fastened to the corner of the window or doorway. 

This netting is usually silvered, gilded, bronzed, ebonized 
or mahoganized, and the folds are allowed to fall carelessly 
from one side, 

A very effective lambrequin noticed recently in a library 
was of gilded netting over a rich red plush. 

A very quaint little room has the woodwork painted ivory 
white, while the walls are covered with a delicate paper in 
yellow and white. The single window is draped in coarse 
white net, which hangs in straight folds from an odd piece of 




Proscenium Panel in Fresco. ^Designed by Arthur Thomas. 



The canopies for bed and dressing-table correspond with 
the window-hangings. 

A broad, low divan, three or four quaint-shaped chairs, a 
cabinet for bric-a-brac and curios, a writing-desk and a pretty 
tea-table, all of rattan, complete the furnishings for the 
attractive parlor. 

A few choice pictures are on the walls. Pillows of all 
sizes and descriptions abound everywhere. Beautiful por- 
tieres of pale green silk sheeting, richly embroidered in Ro- 
man floss and showing a design of white lilies, separate the 
two apartments. 

The furniture in the bedroom is of white maple, and con- 
sists of a bedstead, dressing-table, chiffonier and cheval glass, 
two low rockers, a large sleeping hollow chair and a most 



fretwork which was purchased for a small sum at the cabinet- 
maker's. Strange as it may seem, the floor of this little bou- 
doir was covered with blue denim. A cunning little tea-table 
occupies one corner, and has a pretty cover of finest linen, 
embroidered in yellow buttercups done in Filo silk floss. A 
dainty service of china, decorated with the golden buttercups, 
together with an alcohol kettle, occupies the top of this table, 
while on the lower shelf is" a tiny canister of tea, a jar of 
coffee, a box of cocoa, a cracker jar and some afternoon-tea 
wafers. 

A low settee of rattan and two chairs of the same wood, 
with cushions of blue denim, embroidered in Roman floss, 
complete the furniture of this tiny and inexpensively-fur- 
nished room. Despite all this, it is frequented by many of 
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the brightest and best people, who are always ready to stop 
for " a cup of that which cheers," and chat for a few moments 
with the entertaining and fascinating hostess. 

If more people of slender means would study to make a 
homely, cosy nest around them instead of striving to furnish 
a more pretentious home with a very small sum, there would 
be more satisfaction for themselves and their friends. 

Nearly every house contains a room which is set apart for 
a nursery. Frequently it is a cold, cheerless apartment — not 
at all suited to the purpose for which it is used. 

The sunniest, cheeriest room in all the house is none too 
good for the little folks who must spend so many hours 
within it. 

In order to make it pleasant and attractive it need not be 
expensively furnished. 

A very cunning paper, which was especially designed for the 



rich, soft hues, not too light, so it will soil easily, and not so 
dark as to be unattractive. 

The window-hangings should be simple and pretty and easily 
laundered. A mantel with a few substantial ornaments, a 
broad,low couch and low chairs should constitute the furniture. 

A piano will furnish entertainment when everything else 
fails, but it is by no means a necessity. 

No matter how elegantly the rest of the house may be fur- 
nished, let this room be noted for its sweet simplicity. 

There should be plenty of commodious closets opening out 
of it, in which the children's playthings can be stored. 

A room which is slept in at .night should never be lived in day 
in and day out, as are many nurseries. However, if there 
is but the one room for both purposes, let it be thoroughly 
ventilated every morning before the day's play commences, 
and again at night just before bedtime. 




A Louis XVI. Bedroom in a New York Residence. Designed and Executed by the Linspar Decorating Co. 



walls of nurseries, shows the Brownies in all their comical 
dress, queer antics and grotesqueness. 

Another paper has Kate Greenaway figures in their graceful 
gowns and attitudes. The " Pussy Willow " design is a gen- 
eral favorite. Pastoral scenes, which show a house with 
men and women, children and animals grouped around it, 
with plenty of trees and flowers, furnish a fund of never-end- 
ing topics of conversation and are instructive as well as enter- 
taining. 

The walls of nurseries should always be varnished, both for 
the purpose of cleanliness and healthfulness. 

In regard to the covering for the floors there are diverse 
opinions. Many people insist that the floor of a nursery 
should be bare — either hard wood or a painted one — with rugs 
scattered over it. Others declare there should be a carpet of 



A brass or iron bed is best suited for a nursery, as it is very 
easily kept clean and there is no danger of the little ones 
falling out. 

A grate is quite necessary in this room for cool mornings 
and evenings. If this is impossible there should be a small 
wood stove. 

There should be an abundance of good, wholesome books 
and pictures here, which cannot fail to delight the little folks 
but which will do them no harm. 

How many men and women are seriously injured for life 
by the impure and vicious literature they were allowed to 
read when children ! 

Again, I say, in closing this article, make the nursery the 
most delightful room in your whole house, even though you 
give up your parlor in order to do so. 



